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The Problem

Our Solution

Require a waiting period of 72 hours between the time in which an appropriations or 

revenue-related bill is introduced and the time a vote is taken.

FISCAL RESPONSIBILITY BUDGET REVIEW ACT
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Strengthen the Copeland Cap through a constitutional amendment to protect taxpayers 

from runaway spending.

The Problem

1

Our Solution

Resource

FISCAL RESPONSIBILITY COPELAND CAP REFORM

http://www.beacontn.org/wp-content/uploads/2012-Pork-Report.pdf
http://www.beacontn.org/wp-content/uploads/2012-Pork-Report.pdf


14

The Problem

Our Solution

Resource

Enact a kicker law that would require the General Assembly to return surplus revenue to 

taxpayers in years when tax revenues are over-collected. 

FISCAL RESPONSIBILITY KICKER LAW

http://www.beacontn.org/wp-content/uploads/2012-Pork-Report.pdf
http://www.beacontn.org/wp-content/uploads/2012-Pork-Report.pdf
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FISCAL RESPONSIBILITY

Institute an independent commission to regularly review all state spending and offer 

meaning ful cuts to reduce government waste.

The Problem

Our Solution

Independent Spending 
Commission
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Citations

CitationsFISCAL RESPONSIBILITY
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Continue the process to amend the Tennessee Constitution to clarify that an income tax on 

labor is unconstitutional.

The Problem

1

Our Solution

Resource

Income Tax AmendmentTAXATION

http://www.beacontn.org/wp-content/uploads/20090806_all_caught_up.pdf
http://www.beacontn.org/wp-content/uploads/20090806_all_caught_up.pdf
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TAXATION

Repeal the Hall Income Tax on stocks and bonds.

The Problem

4

5

6

Our Solution

Hall Income Tax
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TAXATION

Repeal or scale back the sales tax on food items, offsetting the lost revenue with equal or 

greater spending cuts.

The Problem

 

8 

Our Solution

Sales Tax on Food
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TAXATION Citations

http://www.empowertexans.com/node/433
http://www.tn.gov/revenue/tntaxes/indinc.htm
http://www.tn.gov/revenue/tntaxes/indinc.htm
http://www.tn.gov/finance/bud/documents/2012-2013BudgetDocumentVolume1.pdf
http://www.tn.gov/finance/bud/documents/2012-2013BudgetDocumentVolume1.pdf
http://www.taxadmin.org/fta/rate/sales.pdf
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Provide opportunity scholarships to Tennessee families so that they can choose the schools 

that are best for their children.

The Problem

1

Our Solution

Resource

Opportunity ScholarshipsEDUCATION

http://www.edchoice.org/CMSModules/EdChoice
Lessons-for-Tennessee-from-Floridas-Education-Revolution.pdf


25

EDUCATION

Grade public schools with a simple A, B, C, D, and F grading system.

The Problem

Our Solution

Resource

School Grading System

http://www.edchoice.org/CMSModules/EdChoice/FileLibrary/641/Lessons-for-Tennessee-from-Floridas-Education-Revolution.pdf
http://www.edchoice.org/CMSModules/EdChoice/FileLibrary/641/Lessons-for-Tennessee-from-Floridas-Education-Revolution.pdf
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Refuse to expand Pre-K, which has failed to provide long-term demonstrable gains among 

student participants; focus Pre-K on at risk, not all, children.

The Problem

4

Our Solution

Pre-KindergartenEDUCATION
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EDUCATION

The Problem

5

6

Our Solution

Alternative Teacher Certification
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Permit principals to reject the transfer of teachers who have been removed from other schools 

in the district due to poor performance.

The Problem

Our Solution

Teacher Transfer LawsEDUCATION
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EDUCATION

assistance to children of various backgrounds.

The Problem

Our Solution

8

Online Learning
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Citations

  

  

  

  

  

  
Tennessean. 

Commercial Appeal.

  

CitationsEDUCATION

http://www.edchoice.org/CMSModules/EdChoice/FileLibrary/656/A-Win-Win-Solution---The-Empirical-Evidence-on-School-Vouchers.pdf
http://www.edchoice.org/CMSModules/EdChoice/FileLibrary/656/A-Win-Win-Solution---The-Empirical-Evidence-on-School-Vouchers.pdf
http://www.edchoice.org/CMSModules/EdChoice/FileLibrary/641/Lessons-for-Tennessee-from-Floridas-Education-Revolution.pdf
http://www.edchoice.org/CMSModules/EdChoice/FileLibrary/641/Lessons-for-Tennessee-from-Floridas-Education-Revolution.pdf
http://www.edchoice.org/CMSModules/EdChoice/FileLibrary/641/Lessons-for-Tennessee-from-Floridas-Education-Revolution.pdf
http://www.tn.gov/education/prek/index.shtml
http://www.comptroller.tn.gov/Repository/RE/SRG
http://www.comptroller.tn.gov/Repository/RE/SRG
202011.pdf
http://www.brookings.edu/~/media/Research/Files/Papers/2006/4/education
http://www.brookings.edu/~/media/Research/Files/Papers/2006/4/education
200604hamilton_1.pdf
http://educationnext.org/what
http://www.wbir.com/news/article/233973/2/TN
http://www.commercialappeal.com/news/2012/aug/31/tennessee
http://www.commercialappeal.com/news/2012/aug/31/tennessee
http://www.edexcellencemedia.net/publications/2012/20120110-the-costs-of-online-learning/20120110-the-costs-of-online-learning.pdf
http://www.edexcellencemedia.net/publications/2012/20120110-the-costs-of-online-learning/20120110-the-costs-of-online-learning.pdf
http://www.edexcellencemedia.net/publications/2012/20120110-the-costs-of-online-learning/20120110-the-costs-of-online-learning.pdf
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Refuse to expand Medicaid as requested under the Patient Protection and Affordable 

Care Act.

The Problem

1

Our Solution

Resource

Medicaid ExpansionHEALTHCARE

http://www.beacontn.org/wp-content/uploads/A-Cure-For-What-Ails-Us_web.pdf
http://www.beacontn.org/wp-content/uploads/A-Cure-For-What-Ails-Us_web.pdf
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HEALTHCARE

Promote a move away from employer-based health insurance.

The Problem

Our Solution

Resource

Employer-Based Health Insurance

http://www.beacontn.org/wp-content/uploads/A-Cure-For-What-Ails-Us_web.pdf
http://www.beacontn.org/wp-content/uploads/A-Cure-For-What-Ails-Us_web.pdf
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Allow Tennesseans to purchase health insurance in other states.

The Problem

Our Solution

Resource

Interstate Insurance CompetitionHEALTHCARE

http://www.beacontn.org/wp-content/uploads/A-Cure-For-What-Ails-Us_web.pdf
http://www.beacontn.org/wp-content/uploads/A-Cure-For-What-Ails-Us_web.pdf


35

HEALTHCARE

Reduce the number of coverage mandates imposed on health insurance consumers.

The Problem

4

5

6

Our Solution

Resource

Coverage Mandates

http://www.beacontn.org/wp-content/uploads/A-Cure-For-What-Ails-Us_web.pdf
http://www.beacontn.org/wp-content/uploads/A-Cure-For-What-Ails-Us_web.pdf
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Reform medical licensing and scope of practice laws to encourage competition and provide 

Tennesseans more quality choices when seeking healthcare services.

The Problem

8

9 

Our Solution

Resource

Provider Licensing Laws & Scope of PracticeHEALTHCARE

http://www.beacontn.org/wp-content/uploads/A-Cure-For-What-Ails-Us_web.pdf
http://www.beacontn.org/wp-content/uploads/A-Cure-For-What-Ails-Us_web.pdf
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HEALTHCARE

Development Agency to foster competition among healthcare provider facilities.

The Problem

Our Solution

Certificate of Need Regulations 
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Citations
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Commercial Appeal

  

  

CitationsHEALTHCARE

http://www.knoxnews.com/news/2012/jul/06/pam
http://www.bcbst.com/health-institute/research/ReformImpact.pdf
http://www.bcbst.com/health-institute/research/ReformImpact.pdf
http://www.nationalreview.com/articles/295773/no
http://www.capitol.tn.gov/joint/committees/fiscal-review/archives/107ga/reports/Health
http://www.capitol.tn.gov/joint/committees/fiscal-review/archives/107ga/reports/Health
202011.pdf
http://www.commercialappeal.com/news/2012/aug/05/memphis
http://www.commercialappeal.com/news/2012/aug/05/memphis
http://www.bcbst.com/health-institute/research/ReformImpact.pdf
http://tennessee.gov/hsda/cert_need_basics.html
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ECONOMIC
LIBERTY
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Roll back or eliminate many of the occupational licensing laws imposed by the state, which 

total more than 100.

The Problem

1

Our Solution

Resource

Licencing LawsECONOMIC LIBERTY

http://www.beacontn.org/wp-content/uploads/Illegal_by_Design_WEB.pdf
http://www.beacontn.org/wp-content/uploads/Illegal_by_Design_WEB.pdf
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ECONOMIC LIBERTY

Enact an “Economic Liberty Act” that would require occupational regulations to serve a 

necessary health, safety, or welfare objective.

The Problem

  

Our Solution

Resource

Economic Liberty Act

http://www.beacontn.org/wp-content/uploads/TESTIMONY-on-Economic-Civil-Rights-Act-House.pdf
http://www.beacontn.org/wp-content/uploads/TESTIMONY-on-Economic-Civil-Rights-Act-House.pdf
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Make it unlawful for the state to hold a monopoly on occupational titles, which amount to 

job-killing regulations.

The Problem

4

Our Solution

Resource

Titling ActsECONOMIC LIBERTY

http://www.beacontn.org/wp-content/uploads/Illegal_by_Design_WEB.pdf
http://www.beacontn.org/wp-content/uploads/Illegal_by_Design_WEB.pdf
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ECONOMIC LIBERTY

Allow grocery stores and supermarkets to sell wine pursuant to local referendum on 

the matter.

The Problem

5

6

Our Solution

Resource

Wine in Grocery Stores

http://www.beacontn.org/wp-content/uploads/drunkwithpower.pdf
http://www.beacontn.org/wp-content/uploads/drunkwithpower.pdf
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Citations

  

  

Commercial Appeal.

  
Chattanooga Times Free Press. 

CitationsECONOMIC LIBERTY

http://reason.org/files/762c8fe96431b6fa5e27ca64eaa1818b.pdf
http://reason.org/files/762c8fe96431b6fa5e27ca64eaa1818b.pdf
http://ij.org/images/pdf_folder/economic_liberty/occupational_licensing/licensetowork.pdf
http://ij.org/images/pdf_folder/economic_liberty/occupational_licensing/licensetowork.pdf
http://www.cato.org/pubs/regulation/regv29n3/v29n3-2.pdf
http://www.commercialappeal.com/news/2011/apr/13/tennessee
http://www.commercialappeal.com/news/2011/apr/13/tennessee
www.timesfreepress.com/news/2010/jan/17/wine
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Push back against one-size-fits-all EPA regulations that harm business growth.

The Problem

1

Our Solution

Resource

EPA RegulationsENERGY & ENVIRONMENT

http://www.beacontn.org/wp-content/uploads/Cap-Trade-A-Lame-Duck-Proposal.pdf
http://www.beacontn.org/wp-content/uploads/Cap-Trade-A-Lame-Duck-Proposal.pdf
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ENERGY & ENVIRONMENT

End all subsidies to alternative energ y that distort market conditions and put 

taxpayer money at risk.

The Problem

 

4

Our Solution

Resource

Alternative Energy 
Subsides

http://www.beacontn.org/wp-content/uploads/Cap-Trade-A-Lame-Duck-Proposal.pdf
http://www.beacontn.org/wp-content/uploads/Cap-Trade-A-Lame-Duck-Proposal.pdf
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Citations

CitationsENERGY & ENVIRONMENT

hingRegulatoryAvalanche-ACEE-KathleenHartnettWhite.pdf
hingRegulatoryAvalanche-ACEE-KathleenHartnettWhite.pdf
http://www.tennessee
feguide.pdf
http://www.tdot.state.tn.us/biofuel/docs/TN
GreenIslandBiofuelStations-Fuelman052512.pdf
http://www.tdot.state.tn.us/biofuel
default.htm
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The Problem

1

Our Solution

Resource

High Occupancy Toll LanesTRANSPORTATION

http://www.beacontn.org/wp-content/uploads/Theres-More-than-One-Way-to-Pave-a-Road.pdf
http://www.beacontn.org/wp-content/uploads/Theres-More-than-One-Way-to-Pave-a-Road.pdf
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TRANSPORTATION

Promote public-private partnerships that will generate private funding to expand 

transportation infrastructure.

The Problem

 

Our Solution

Resource

Public-Private Partnerships

http://www.beacontn.org/wp-content/uploads/Theres-More-than-One-Way-to-Pave-a-Road.pdf
http://www.beacontn.org/wp-content/uploads/Theres-More-than-One-Way-to-Pave-a-Road.pdf
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and efficient source of transportation revenue.

The Problem

4

Our Solution

Resource

Replacing the Gas TaxTRANSPORTATION

http://www.beacontn.org/wp-content/uploads/Theres-More-than-One-Way-to-Pave-a-Road.pdf
http://www.beacontn.org/wp-content/uploads/Theres-More-than-One-Way-to-Pave-a-Road.pdf
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Citations

TRANSPORTATION Citations

http://www.beacontn.org/wp-content/uploads/Theres-More-than-One-Way-to-Pave-a-Road.pdf
http://www.beacontn.org/wp-content/uploads/Theres-More-than-One-Way-to-Pave-a-Road.pdf
http://www.tdot.state.tn.us/smartcommute/docs/HOVFactSheet.pdf
http://www.tdot.state.tn.us/smartcommute/docs/HOVFactSheet.pdf
http://news.tn.gov/node/9216
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Strengthen private property rights by prohibiting private-to-private transfers of 

property seized via eminent domain.

The Problem

 

1

Kelo

 

Our Solution

Eminent Domain ReformPROPERTY RIGHTS
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PROPERTY RIGHTS

Strengthen the statutory blight definitions and curtail the authority of housing 

agencies to prevent abusive eminent domain practices.

The Problem

4

Our Solution

Blight Designations & Housing Agencies
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Permit private property owners to receive compensation when a land use regulation 

is enacted that diminishes the value of their property. 

The Problem

5

6

 

Our Solution

Regulatory TakingsPROPERTY RIGHTS
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PROPERTY RIGHTS

Prohibit local law enforcement agencies from seizing citizens’ personal property or 

money without proof that it is connected to a crime.

The Problem

8

9

Our Solution

Policing for Profit
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Citations
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5. Pennsylvania Coal v. Mahon

  
6. Lucas v. South Carolina Coastal Council

  

  

  
9. Id

CitationsPROPERTY RIGHTS

http://www.virginiainstitute.org/viewpoint/2005_04_2.html
http://www.virginiainstitute.org/viewpoint/2005_04_2.html
http://www.castlecoalition.org/pdf/publications/report_card/50_State_Report.pdf
http://www.castlecoalition.org/pdf/publications/report_card/50_State_Report.pdf
http://www.ij.org/images/pdf_folder/other_pubs/assetforfeituretoemail.pdf
http://www.ij.org/images/pdf_folder/other_pubs/assetforfeituretoemail.pdf
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require records custodians to disclose in writing all costs associated with a public 

records request.

The Problem

Our Solution

1

Public Records RulesTRANSPARENCY
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TRANSPARENCY

Ban the use of tax dollars by local governments to lobby the state.

The Problem

Our Solution

Resource

Taxpayer-Funded Lobbying

http://www.docstoc.com/docs/25912502/The
http://www.docstoc.com/docs/25912502/The
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CitationsTRANSPARENCY

http://www.docstoc.com/docs/25912502/The
http://www.docstoc.com/docs/25912502/The
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GOVERNMENT 
REFORM
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Reform the state’s system for selecting judges by eliminating the current unconstitutional 

process and replacing it with a model whereby the governor nominates judges, who are 

then confirmed by the legislature.

The Problem

1 

Our Solution

Resource

Tennessean

Judicia l SelectionGOVERNMENT REFORM

http://www.beacontn.org/2009/05/the
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GOVERNMENT REFORM

End the practice of picking business winners and losers through grants and tax 

credits to favored companies at taxpayers’ expense.

The Problem

Our Solution

Corporate Welfare Reform
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Prohibit public utilities from using ratepayer or taxpayer money to compete with the 

private sector in the Internet business.

The Problem

Our Solution

Resource

Public UtilitiesGOVERNMENT REFORM

http://www.beacontn.org/wp-content/uploads/5-17-10-TN-municipal-overbuild-letter.pdf
http://www.beacontn.org/wp-content/uploads/5-17-10-TN-municipal-overbuild-letter.pdf
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GOVERNMENT REFORM Citations

Citations

  

  

http://www.ipi.org/ipi_issues/detail/ipi
http://www.ipi.org/ipi_issues/detail/ipi
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!e Beacon Center of 
Tennessee is an independent, 
nonpro"t, and nonpartisan 
organization dedicated to 
providing expert empirical 
research and timely free 
market solutions to public 
policy issues in Tennessee. 
!e Center’s mission is to 
change lives through public 
policy by advancing the 
principles of free markets, 
individual liberty, and 
limited government.


