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A Farmer Finds a Home 

Roger	   Blackwood	   is	   a	   prime	   example	   of	  
the	   American	   dream.	   Through	   spirited	  
determination,	  he	  has	  gone	  from	  a	  child	  on	  
the	   streets	   of	   Nashville	   to	   a	   job-‐creating	  
entrepreneur	  and	  farmer.	  Roger	  has	  spent	  a	  
lifetime	   creating	   jobs	   in	   the	  private	   sector,	  

to	   serve	   as	   the	   chairman	   of	   the	   Economic	  

However,	   when	   Roger	   can	   serve	   no	   longer,	  
the	  state	  of	  Tennessee	  will	  take	  that	  which	  he	  
has	  earned	  through	  a	  lifetime	  of	  hard	  work.	  	  
	  
While	   Tennessee	   has	   some	   of	   the	   most	  

is	  the	  state’s	  death	  tax.	  Tennessee	  is	  one	  of	  a	  
handful	  of	  states	  to	  collect	  a	  death	  tax	  upon	  
the	   estate	   of	   an	   individual	  when	   he	   or	   she	  

impact	   on	   Roger	   and	   thousands	   of	   other	  

	  
	  
While	   there	   is	   also	   a	   federal	   death	   tax,	  
Tennessee’s	   tax	   impacts	   people	   with	  

but	   also	   harms	   the	   less	   mobile	   that	   fall	  
under	   the	   tax,	   such	   as	   farmers	   like	   Roger.	  
Between	  state	   taxes,	   federal	   taxes,	  and	   the	  
inevitable	   death	   tax,	   Roger	   notes	   that	   he	  
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businesses,	   get	  new	  ones	  off	   the	   ground,	   and	  oust	  
corruption.	   Roger	   loved	   the	   thrill	   of	   starting	   new	  

At	  age	  29,	  Roger	  purchased	  the	  farm	  he	  now	  lives	  on	  

over	  1,000	  head	  of	  cattle.	  Roger	  states	  that	  his	  farm	  

his	  children	  and	  sold	  to	  developers.	  

Over	   his	   career,	   Roger	   owned	   23	   businesses	   and	  

thousands	  of	  jobs.	  Since	  retiring	  from	  the	  private	  

and	  then	  took	  to	  farming.	  Out	  of	  all	  that	  Roger	  has	  

and	  at	  10	  his	  mother	  did	   the	   same.	  At	  13,	  he	  was	  
sent	  back	  to	  live	  with	  his	  father,	  who	  was	  an	  abusive	  

moving	   to	  Nashville.	  For	   four	  months,	  he	   lived	  on	  

painting	  football	  bleachers	  and	  returned	  to	  school.	  
In	  seventh	  grade,	  he	  was	  fortunate	  enough	  to	  have	  
a	   teacher	   that	   demanded	   he	   learn	   to	   read	   before	  

and	   the	   caring	   of	   his	   teacher,	   he	   learned	   to	   read	  

	  
	  
While	   attending	   college,	   Roger	   entered	   the	  
construction	   business,	   establishing	   himself	   as	   a	  
construction	   equipment	   leaser	   and	   seller.	   After	  

using	   his	   business	   know-‐how	   to	   salvage	   failing	  
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Roger’s	   love	   of	   his	   farm	   does	   not	  mean	   he	   is	  

park.	  Roger	  has	  also	  donated	  much	  of	  his	  time	  

giving	  back,	  he	  does	  not	  want	  to	  give	  the	  farm	  

the	  tax	  dollars	  and	  support	  someone	  who	  is	  not	  

As	   chairman	   of	   the	   Economic	   Development	  

seen	   the	   negative	   effects	   of	   the	   death	   tax	  

from	  education	   spending.	  Retirees	  help	   this	  

do	   not	   have	   children	   in	   schools.	   Roger	   has	  

people	  out	  of	  the	  state,	  it	  also	  discourages	  
them	  from	  coming	  in	  the	  first	  place.	  

Despite	  his	  commendable	  record	  of	  service,	   the	  
state	  feels	  that	  Roger	  has	  not	  done	  enough.	  When	  

Rural	  farmers	  and	  small	  business	  owners	  like	  

redistributing	   their	  wealth.	  People	   like	  Roger	  
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Keeping it in the Family

consequences	   of	   the	   death	   tax.	   David	   Mitchell	   has	  
worked	  his	   entire	   life	   on	   his	   Christiana,	   Tennessee	  

still	  lives	  in	  the	  house	  where	  he	  was	  born.	  The	  farm	  

of	  David,	  his	  father,	  and	  brother,	  the	  farm	  has	  grown	  

and	  have	  over	  100	  head	  of	  beef	  cattle.	  David	  runs	  the	  

high	  death	  tax.	  

and	   provides	   347,000	   jobs.1	   Farms	   like	   David’s	   are	  
important	   to	   the	   state	   as	   a	   whole	   and	   contribute	  

of	   his	   supplies	   from	   the	   local	   Co-‐Op	   and	   produces	  

remember	  a	  farm	  in	  his	  area	  that	  was	  sold	  in	  the	  last	  
decade	  that	  continued	  to	  be	  used	  for	  agriculture.	  The	  
Mitchells	  have	  faced	  much	  pressure	  of	  their	  own	  to	  
sell	  off	  parts	  of	  their	  land	  for	  development	  purposes.	  
For	  those	  who	  wish	  to	  preserve	  Tennessee’s	  natural	  
resources,	  the	  death	  tax	  is	  a	  great	  hindrance.

impact	  of	  the	  death	  tax.	  This	  has	  been	  a	  great	  hassle	  

better	  spent	  working	  on	  the	  farm.	  

often	  work	   their	  entire	   lives	   to	  preserve	   the	  estate	  
that	  is	  to	  be	  taxed.	  The	  growth	  of	  the	  Mitchell	  farm	  
is	  a	  direct	  result	  of	   the	  hard	  work	  of	  David	  and	  his	  

taxes	  on	  what	  he	  has	  produced	  from	  the	  farm.	  He	  has	  

again	  in	  the	  future	  if	  the	  death	  tax	  remains	  in	  place.	  
	  

been	   all	   along	   to	   reward	   success,	   to	   reward	   hard	  
work,	  and	  to	  reward	  good	  management	  rather	  than	  
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2	  Imagine	  if	  the	  government	  singled	  

tax	  is	  no	  different	  than	  this,	  other	  than	  that	  it	  singles	  

In	  keeping	  with	  his	  grandfather’s	  wish,	  David	  hopes	  

his	   father	   in	   poor	   health,	   David	   must	   cope	   with	  

think	  we	  need	  to	  end	  this	  threat	  to	  Tennesseans	  for	  
the	  good	  of	  this	  generation	  and	  for	  the	  generations	  to	  

 
A Drain on the Economy

While	  taxes	  should	  be	  imposed	  for	  the	  sole	  purpose	  
of	  collecting	  revenue,	  this	  tax	  is	  used	  to	  redistribute	  
wealth,	  but	  it	  fails	  at	  doing	  even	  that.	  As	  an	  indicator	  
of	  how	  poor	  the	  death	  tax	  is	  as	  a	  revenue	  generator,	  

two	   states	   in	   the	   south	   that	   imposes	   a	   death	   tax,	  
and	  not	  a	  single	  state	  in	  the	  Sun	  Belt	  has	  a	  death	  tax.	  

and	   investors	   who	   would	   be	   making	   a	   positive	  
economic	   impact	  on	  Tennessee	  but	   for	  this	  one	  tax.	  
	  

3	  Had	  
the	  state	  eliminated	  the	  tax	  a	  decade	  ago,	  more	  than	  

without	  a	  death	  tax.4	  While	  the	  lack	  of	  a	  state	  income	  

tough	   competition.	   Compared	   to	   all	   other	   states	  

the	  absolute	  worst.

residents	   remained	   in	   Tennessee	   or	   relocated	   here	  

boats	  and	  other	  items,	  and	  invest	  in	  businesses	  within	  

on	  their	  homes,	  sales	  taxes	  on	  their	  other	  purchases,	  
and	  business	  taxes	  on	  their	   investments.	  According	  

revenue	   over	   the	   past	   decade,	   while	   the	   death	   tax	  
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same	  period. 	  

assets	  but	  cash	  poor.	  This	  is	  the	  most	  devastating	  to	  

equipment,	   livestock,	   and	   other	   assets.	   Despite	   the	  

state	  again	  upon	  their	  deaths.

 
The Time is Now

Tennessee’s	   death	   tax	   has	   proven	   ineffective	  

outweigh	  the	  revenue	  the	  tax	  brings	  in.	  The	  result	  is	  

Tennessee	   loses	   those	   who	   create	   jobs,	   and	   make	  

state	   are	  prime	   for	   attracting	   capital	   and	  business,	  
but	   neither	   is	   coming	   into	  Tennessee	   as	  much	   as	   it	  
should	  be.	  The	  main	  reason	  for	  this	  is	  the	  death	  tax.

Tennessee	  will	   continue	   to	   feel	   the	  negative	  effects	  

will	  suffer.	  The	  state’s	  older	  individuals	  cannot	  wait.	  

wish	  to	  retire	  in	  Tennessee	  cannot	  wait.	  The	  time	  is	  
now	   to	   eliminate	   the	   death	   tax	   in	   Tennessee.	   This	  

does	   little	   to	   provide	   revenue	   for	   the	   state.	   Roger	  

To	  learn	  more	  about	  Tennessee’s	  death	  tax,	  scan	  
this	  code.
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