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The Beacon Center of Tennessee, founded as the Tennessee Center for Policy Research, is an 

policy issues in Tennessee.

Beacon Center of Tennessee



The Beacon Center of  Tennessee 3

20
12

SMASHING  WASTEFUL  GOVERNMENT  SPENDING



The Beacon Center of  Tennessee 4

INTRODUCTION  ...................................................................................................................... 6
PORK  OF  THE  YEAR  ................................................................................................................ 6
   Living  the  Dream  on  Your  Dime  .......................................................................................... 6
   Developing  a  Poor  Habit?  ................................................................................................... 7
TAXPAYER-­FUNDED  TOURIST  TRAPS  ....................................................................................... 7

Museum  Boondoggle  Crosses  the  Line,  Literally  .................................................................. 7
National  Pork  Festival  ....................................................................................................... 8
Enlighten  Yourself  to  Other  People’s  Money  ......................................................................... 8
Rotten  Tomatoes  ............................................................................................................... 9
Even  Clark  Griswold  Wouldn’t  Bother  .................................................................................. 9
Dolly’s  Snow-­Capped  Fountains  ......................................................................................... 9
Pink  Palace  Turns  Red  ......................................................................................................10

CORPORATE  WELFARE  IS  ALIVE  AND  WELL  ............................................................................10
   From  the  White  House  to  the  State  House  ..........................................................................10
   Field  of  (Pipe)  Dreams  ......................................................................................................11
   Bringing  a  Competitor  to  Town  ..........................................................................................11
   See  Your  Tax  Dollars  Wasted  from  Space  ...........................................................................11
   Tennessee’s  Low  Standards  on  Corporate  Welfare  ..............................................................11
STATE  BUDGET  OFFERS  SLABS  OF  PORK  ................................................................................12
   Landing  on  a  Pile  of  Cash  .................................................................................................12
   Taxpayer  Waste  is  Par  for  the  Course  .................................................................................13
   Pre-­K  Through  Infinity  ......................................................................................................13
   Working  9-­5  Won’t  Pay  for  This  .........................................................................................14
WASTFUL  SPENDING  HITS  A  TOWN  NEAR  YOU  ........................................................................14
   Not  a  Cash  Cow  for  Taxpayers...........................................................................................14
   Carmaxed  ........................................................................................................................15
   Carmaxed,  Redux  .............................................................................................................15
   Another  Clerk  Bites  the  Dust  .............................................................................................15
   A  Property  Tax  You  Can’t  Criticize  .....................................................................................16
   The  Gestapo  of  Metro  Government  .....................................................................................16
   A  Most  Discreet  Agreement  ...............................................................................................17
   The  Mayor’s  Brand  New  Entitlement  ..................................................................................17
   Is  a  Hungry  Politician  More  Foolish  Than  a  Stuffed  One?  ....................................................18
   This  School’s  Arithmetic  is  Way  Off  ...................................................................................18

CONTENTS



The Beacon Center of  Tennessee 5

MISCELLANEOUS:  A  MIXED  BAG  OF  WASTE  ............................................................................19
   Money  Trees  .....................................................................................................................19
   A  Kamikaze-­Style  Boon  .....................................................................................................19
   Beam  Me  up,  Taxpayer  ......................................................................................................20
   A  Prescription  for  Waste  ...................................................................................................21
THEFT  &  MISMANAGEMENT  OF  YOUR  MONEY  .........................................................................21
   A  Steal  of  a  Deal  ..............................................................................................................21
   Running  on  Empty  ............................................................................................................22
   No  Bidding  Wars  Around  Here  ...........................................................................................23
ONE  GOVERNMENT’S  SCRAP  IS  ANOTHER  MAN’S  (STOLEN)  TREASURE  ...................................24
   Leaky  Faucets  ..................................................................................................................25
CONCLUSION  .........................................................................................................................25
GET  PLUGGED  IN  ...................................................................................................................27
   Turn  a  Donation  into  Savings  ............................................................................................27
   Become  a  Citizen  Watchdog  ..............................................................................................27
SOURCES  ..............................................................................................................................28



The Beacon Center of  Tennessee 6

Tennessee Pork Report

2012 Pork Report

2011 

Pork Report

The 2012 Pork Report 

Tennessee Pork Report 

INTRODUCTION

PORK  OF  THE  YEAR

LIVING  THE  DREAM  ON  YOUR  DIME
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DEVELOPING  A  POOR  HABIT?

Pork Report headliner?

TAXPAYER-­FUNDED  TOURIST  TRAPS

MUSEUM  BOONDOGGLE  CROSSES  THE  LINE,  LITERALLY

Courtesy of News Channel 5
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East Tennessee district.

NATIONAL  PORK  FESTIVAL

 This 

ENLIGHTEN  YOURSELF  TO  OTHER  PEOPLE’S  MONEY
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ROTTEN  TOMATOES

funds.

EVEN  CLARK  GRISWOLD  WOULDN’T  BOTHER

  

DOLLY’S  SNOW-­CAPPED  FOUNTAINS

 But it didn’t stop there.
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FROM  THE  WHITE  HOUSE  TO  THE  STATEHOUSE

PINK  PALACE  TURNS  RED

CORPORATE  WELFARE  IS  ALIVE  AND  WELL

Scan this code to listen to a podcast about how 

much GM is costing Tennessee taxpayers.
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FIELD  OF  (PIPE)  DREAMS

County.

BRINGING  A  COMPETITOR  TO  TOWN

 There’s 

SEE  YOUR  TAX  DOLLARS  WASTED  FROM  SPACE

TENNESSEE’S  LOW  STANDARDS  ON  CORPORATE  WELFARE
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STATE  BUDGET  OFFERS  SLABS  OF  PORK

 LANDING  ON  A  PILE  OF  CASH  
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PRE-­K  TO  INFINITY

TENNESSEE  STATE  GOLF  COURSE  NET  PROFIT/LOSS  FOR  FISCAL  YEAR  2010-­2011

Harrison Bay

Henry Horton

COURSE

TOTAL

REVENUE

$6,641,989

EXPENSES

$7,944,490

NET  PROFIT  (+)  OR  LOSS  (-­)

-­$1,302,500

TAXPAYER  WASTE  IS  PAR  FOR  THE  COURSE
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the education of  Tennessee’s children.

WORKING  9-­TO-­5  WON’T  PAY  FOR  THIS

WASTEFUL  SPENDING  HITS  A  TOWN  NEAR  YOU

NOT  A  CASH  COW  FOR  TAXPAYERS

Tennessee Pork 

Report

drastically increased the cost to 
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CARMAXED

CARMAXED,  REDUX

ANOTHER  CLERK  BITES  THE  DUST?
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 Thus 

A  PROPERTY  TAX  YOU  CAN’T  CRITICIZE

 

THE  GESTAPO  OF  METRO  GOVERNMENT

Scan this code to read more about 

MDHA’s land grab.
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A  MOST  DISCRETE  AGREEMENT

 

 

THE  MAYOR’S  BRAND  NEW  ENTITLEMENT  
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Tennessee Watchdog

IS  A  HUNGRY  POLITICIAN  MORE  FOOLISH  THAN  A  
STUFFED  ONE?

  

THIS  SCHOOL’S  ARITHMETIC  IS  WAY  OFF

A Full Chism, Dancing a Jig
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MONEY  TREES

A  KAMIKAZE-­STYLE  BOON
 

The 2011 Pork Report

the school’s principal.

MISCELLANEOUS:  A  MIXED  BAG  OF  WASTE

Scan this code for a video interview with 
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Tennessee Watchdog

Tennessee 

Watchdog

 

BEAM  ME  UP,  TAXPAYER
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A  STEAL  OF  A  DEAL

Tennessee Watchdog

A  PRESCRIPTION  FOR  WASTE

 

THEFT  &  MISMANAGEMENT  OF  YOUR  MONEY
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Cagle-Fredonia Utility District

Cannon County’s 

Collinwood’s

Davidson County
Knox County 

 

Pickett County

Pickett County 

Polk County
 

Ripley Housing Authority

 Shelby County  

Unicoi County

 

Whitwell’s

RUNNING  ON  EMPTY
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 Benton County
Bledsoe County
Campbell County
Cheatham County
Crockett County

Crockett County
Decatur County
Dickson County
Fayette County
Hancock County
Hardeman County
Hardin County
Haywood County
Henderson County

Jackson County  

Jefferson County
Lauderdale County 
Lawrence County
Lewis County
Madison County 
Marion County 
Marshall County 
Maury County
McNairy County
Obion County
Putnam County
Smith County
Sumner County
Van Buren County
Wayne County 
Williamson County

NO  BIDDING  WARS  AROUND  HERE
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Cannon County

Dickson County 

Haywood County

Lauderdale County

Putnam County
 

Sequatchie County

Union County

Warren County.

ONE  GOVERNMENT’S  SCRAP  IS  ANOTHER  MAN’S  (STOLEN)  TREASURE

Cannon County

Hardin County 

Johnson County

Overton County
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LEAKY  FAUCETS

Alexandria
Cookeville Boat Dock Road Utility District

Erin
Harbor Utility District of  Benton County

McKenzie Water Department’s
The City of  Mt. Pleasant’s

Pikeville
Sale Creek Utility District  

Sharon
Town of  Trezevant

Watauga River Regional Water Authority 
Waverly

CONCLUSION

The 2012 Tennessee Pork Report
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1.  ENACT  A  STATE  KICKER  LAW

2.  STRENGTHEN  THE  COPELAND  CAP

3.  ESTABLISH  A  STATE  SPENDING  COMMISSION

Tennessee Pork Report
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TURN  A  DONATION  INTO  SAVINGS!

Tennessee Pork Report, consider 

Pork Report

Beacon Center of  Tennessee

BECOME  A  CITIZEN  WATCHDOG!

Tennessee Pork Report

GET  PLUGGED  IN
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Tennessee Report.

Tax Foundation. 

Nashville City Paper

Nashville Business Journal

Nashville City 

Paper

SOURCES
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Memphis Business Journal

Tennessee Watchdog. 

Chattanooga Times Free Press

Tennessee Watchdog. 

Associated Press

Tennessee Report

Chattanooga Times Free Press

 Nashville City Paper
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Tennessee Watchdog

Tennessee Watchdog

 Tennessee 

Watchdog

Tennessee Watchdog. 

Tennessee Watchdog

Tennessee Watchdog

Tennessee Watchdog

Tennessee Watchdog. 

Tennessee Watchdog

Tennessee Watchdog
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The Wall Street Journal

Tennessee 

Watchdog

Tennessee 

Watchdog

Tennessee Watchdog. 

Tennessee 

Watchdog

Tennessee Watchdog
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pdf.

pdf.

pdf.
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pdf.

pdf.

Buren.pdf.
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pdf.

Cannon.pdf.
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The Beacon Center of Tennessee, founded as the Tennessee Center for Policy Research, is 


